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What is a Worldview?

Introduction

“Follow the evidence wherever it leads.” - Socrates

The Worldviews Course
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Recommended Reading

Mere Christianity
by C.S. Lewis
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The Compact Guide to World Religions
by Dean Halverson

Why understanding your Worldview is important to

your life?
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Worldview
Does God exist?

Atheism
There is no God. 

(Secular Humanism, Marxism, 

Naturalism, Confucianism)

Pantheism
God is an impersonal force in all. 

(Hinduism, New Age, Buddhism, 

Taoism, Sikhism)

Theism
God is a personal being. 

(Judaism, Christianity, Islam)

Origins
How did 

everything 

begin?

The Big Bang, but not sure how it 

started.  Some will say ‘multi-verse’ 

to account for fine-tuning of our 

universe.

The universe is eternal.  All is God 

and God is all.

God, who is beyond time, space, 

matter, and energy, was the first 

cause.

Who am I?

We evolved purely through an 

unguided process of natural 

selection acting on random 

mutations over a long period of 

time. Not sure how life started.

Wrong way to think about the 

question.  We wrongly think we are 

distinct from God/Ultimate Reality.

I am made in the image of a loving 

and relational God, and therefore I 

have value and dignity.

Meaning
Why am I here?

Live to our highest potential and 

contribute to human existence & 

understanding.

(No firm basis for meaning)

To pursue the path to 

enlightenment and overcome my 

spiritual amnesia.

To serve and worship God.      

(JU: build shalom/peace; CH: have a 

loving relationship with God)

Morality
Am I living a 

good, moral 

life?

Do I leave the world a better place 

because I lived mainly through 

humanitarian efforts & science.

(No firm basis for morality)

To practice the teachings so that 

we reach spiritual oneness where 

good and evil no longer exist but 

only one eternal substance.

Living according to God’s Laws 

through His Holy Book(s). God’s 

character is the basis for morality.

(CH: Love God, Love neighbor as 

self; obedience to God’s Spirit)

Destiny
What happens 

after I die?

Nothingness. Game over. Join the Oneness (Nirvana) or 

reincarnation based on Karma.

Your body dies, but your soul 

continues either in heaven/hell 

depending on your choices on earth 

(physical resurrection)


